introduction after more than 200 migrants drowned in Maltese waters some 70km from the small italian island Lampedusa in early april 2011, the european parliament held a minute's silence. The death toll, including mothers and children, was too high to be ignored or reacted upon with the usual calls to upgrade the european border-security agency frontex. according to BBC the overcrowded boat apparently started its unlucky journey from Zuwara in western Libya. it was carrying people from Chad, ivory Coast and sudan, and even some people from Bangladesh, but most passengers originated from eritrea and somalia. since the beginning of revolutionary turmoil in Tunisia, egypt and Libya more than 23,000 boat-people had already reached the italian island Lampedusa and Malta by sea and thus renewed irregular migration via the Mediterranean. since the signing of the scandalous Libyan-italian "Treaty of friendship" in June 2009 and the coming of intensified cooperation between the eU and its north-african neighbours, this route had been disrupted to secure the schengen-borders. The inhuman conditions of Libyan prisons were well-known (the country has neither signed the 1951 geneva Convention, nor its amending 1967 Protocol), but the principle of non-refoulement was obviously and repeatedly violated in the last years. However, after naTo started to attack Kaddafi's troops, the Libyan leader re-opened the Mediterranean route to migrants. already a mere few days after this latest maritime catastrophe, the political discussions in italy, france and germany came back to normal: the focus was once again on how to deal with these "economic migrants" from africa, their allocation, possible deportation and costs.2 refugees from the war in Libya and from eritrea and somalia, eligible for protection, already disappeared from the headlines-probably to prevent further arrivals.
This chapter seeks to provide a deeper understanding of migration from eritrea, a small country at the shores of the red sea, by following two young men, Biniam and Daniel, through parts of their difficult journey and giving an insight into their migration's context. since 2007 i have met them and their respective friends and co-migrants in Khartoum and addis ababa or Cairo and Jerusalem respectively. The outmigration from eritrea in the last decade has reached figures of several hundred thousand people. The latest UnHCr statistical yearbook gives a figure of 236,059 unsettled cases in the category "total population of concern."3 so Biniam's and Daniel's experiences can be taken as examples for many, many people in similar situations. field research has been done in situ, in different migratory stages in various places, hubs and intersections of their trajectories-following concepts of multi-sited, transnational research (cf. Marcus 1995; Hannerz 1998).
as part of a research network on migration and knowledge (forMig),4 i will pay special attention to the acquisition and transformation of knowledge during migration. The sociology of knowledge-in the tradition of schütz, Berger and Luckmann (e.g., 1972)-considers knowledge as a dynamic process constituting human and therefore meaningful action (Knoblauch 2005: 142) . Concerning migration from africa it has been shown that the journey to europe (or northern america) may demand constant re-navigation, considerable detours, informal solutions and
